Rapid Information. Wages and Income. LABOUR COSTS IN INDUSTRY
(Updated survey results) 1975-1978. 1/1980 by unknown
m 
eurostat 
WAGES AND INCOMES 
Rapid information 
5.3.1980 
LABOUR COSTS IN INDUSTRY 
(Updated survey r e s u l t s ) 
1975 - I978 
Contents 
Table 1: Hourly l abour c o s t s I975- I978 , 
a l l manufactur ing i n d u s t r i e s 
a) in nat ional currency 
b) i n UCE 
c) indices (1975=100), October I978 
Table 2: Hourly labour costs 1975-I978, 
by indus t r i a l branches 
a) in national currency 
b) in UCE 
In the scope of the Community system of wages statistics, labour costs surveys 
are carried out every three years. While the results of the 1975 survey have 
been published (l), those of the 197Õ survey are currently processed by Member 
countries. First results are scheduled to become available in the second half 
of this year. 
(l) EUROSTAT, Labour costs in industry 1975 vol. 1: results by industry; vol. 2: 
structure; vol. 3: results by size classes; vol. 4: results by regions. 
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Meanwhile, the Statistical Office of the European Communities, in collaboration 
with the national statistical institutes, has updated the hourly labour costs 
(results of the 1975 survey) for the years 1976 to 1978. Users are cautionned 
that the 1978 updatings given in this note are provisional estimates to be re­
placed by the 1978 survey results as soon as these become available. 
A summary of the trends of labour costs in industry s 
table 1, showing total hourly labour costs for manual 
in all manufacturing industries. The large disparity 
labour costs in individual member countries should be 
(average) and October 1978 labour costs expressed in 
increases between 2jf0 in PR Germany and 9C70 in Italy, 
to 40 to 50% in Luxembourg, the UK and Prance, and to 
two Benelux-countries and in Denmark (estimates for I 
ince 1975 is given in 
and non-manual workers 
in the developments of 
stressed: between 1975 
national currency showed 
whereas the rise amounted 
about 30^ in the other 
reland are not available). 
On the other hand, the trends of labour costs, expressed in European units of 
account (EUA), confirm the importance of monetary developments resulting in a 
φ continued relative deterioration of the international competitive position of 
certain countries, in particular the Benelux—countries and the P.R. of Germany. 
Thus, whereas these countries are found at the bottom of the scale if increases 
in labour costs between 1975 and 1978 are considered in national currencies, 
they show the biggest rises if these are measured from data converted to EUA; 
it is not surprising that these countries rank highest if the absolute levels 
of costs are compared. 
Explanatory note 
The hourly labour cost is arrived at by dividing the 
total labour cost (expenditure on manual and non-manual 
workers) by the total number of hours worked by manual 
workers and the customary or usual number of hours 
worked by non-manual workers. 
The labour costs, expressed in national currencies, have 
been converted into European units of account (EUA) sole­
ly to facilitate comparison in terms of international 
competitiveness. A more general comparison of the relat­
ive labour costs in different countries, based on 
purchasing power parities will be published in the near 
future. 
For the rates used for conversion into EUA see "EURO-




HOURLY LABOUR COSTS 1975-1978 a) 
All manufacturing industries Manual + non manual workers 

























a) in national currency 
FF LIT HFL BFR LFR UKL 
b) in EUA c) 


























































































































a) Data for Ireland are not available 
b) Estimated according to increase in hourly earnings between October 1977 and 
October I978 
c) See explanatory note p. 2 

Table 2 
HOURLY LABOUR COSTS IN INDUSTRY 1975 ­ 1978 
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1) NACE 11 + 12 

Table 2 ( c o n t ' d ) 
HOURLY LABOUR COSTS IN INDUSTRY 1975 - 1978 




Manual + non manual workers 





































































































































































































































































































1) estimates based on data comprising NACE 32 + 33 

Table 2 (cont'd; 
HOURLY LABOUR COSTS IN INDUSTRY I975 - 1978 
a) in national currency 
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mar nial + non manual workers 









































































































































































































































































































Table 2 (cont'd) 
HOURLY LABOUR COSTS IN INDUSTRY 1975 - 1978 
a) in national currency 
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manual + non manual workers 
N A C E 
44 Leather and 
leather goods 
industry 




46 Timber and wooden 
furniture 
industries 
47 Manufacture of 




















































































































































































































































































HOURLY LABOUR COSTS IN INDUSTRY 1975 ­ 1978 
b) in EUA 
­ 8 ­
Manual + non manual workers 






































































































































































































































































































































1) NACE 11 + 12 

Table 2 (cont'd) 
HOURLY LABOUR COSTS IN INDUSTRY I975 
b) in EUA 
manual + non manual workers 
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1978 






































































































































































































































































































1) estimates based on data comprising NACE 32 + 33 

Table 2 (cont'd) 
HOURLY LABOUR COSTS IN INDUSTRY 1975 - 1978 




manual + non manual workers 








































































































































































































































































































































Table 2 (cont'd) 
HOURLY LABOUR COSTS IN INDUSTRY 1975 - I978 
b) in EUA 
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manual + non manual workers 











paper and paper 
products, 
printing and 
publishing 
Processing of 
rubber and 
plastics 
Other manufac­
turing indu­
stries 
Building and 
civil engi­
neering 
1975 
1976 
1977 
1978 
1975 
1976 
1977 
1978 
1975 
1976 
1977 
1978 
1975 
1976 
1977 
1978 
1975 
1976 
1977 
1978 
4,88 
5,70 
6,50 
7,10 
5,47 
6,40 
7,30 
8,00 
5,23 
6,10 
6,90 
7,60 
4,85 
5,60 
6,40 
7,00 
5,47 
6,30 
7,10 
7,80 
3,47 
4,10 
4,50 
5,00 
5,48 
6,10 
6,50 
7,20 
4,40 
5,10 
5,50 
6,00 
3,76 
4,40 
4,90 
5,40 
3,93 
4,50 
5,00 
5,50 
3,29 
3,60 
4,30 
: 
5,05 
5,40 
6,10 
4,57 
4,60 
5,60 
3,52 
3,80 
4,60 
3,55 
4,40 
5,10 
5,25 
6,20 
6,80 
7,50 
6,61 
7,80 
8,80 
9,40 
5,92 
7,10 
7,90 
8,70 
5,37 
6,30 
7,30 
7,50 
6,37 
7,50 
8,30 
9,10 
4,85 
5,70 
6,80 
7,50 
6,10 
7,20 
8,40 
9,10 
5,69 
6,70 
7,80 
8.60 
4,19 
5,10 
5,90 
6,50 
6,04 
7,20 
8,60 
9,40 
3,83 
4,60 
5,30 
5,60 
5,98 
7,50 
8,70 
9,30 
4,13 
5,00 
5,80 
6,00 
2,68 
2,70 
2,90 
3,10 
3,23 
3,40 
3,60 
3,80 
2,75 
2,90 
3,00 
3,30 
2,37 
2,50 
2,70 
2,90 
2,96 
3,10 
3,30 
3,30 
4,78 
5,50 
5,90 
6,40 
6,60 
8,00 
8,40 
9,30 
5,30 
6,30 
6,80 
7,30 
5,17 
5,90 
6,30 
6,60 
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